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PRESIDENT OF SENATE
Nothing in Europe, sire, that can compare
In magnitude therewith to more effect
Than with an eagle some frail finch or wren.
To wit: the ban on English trade prevailing,
Subjects our merchant-houses to such strain
That many of the best see bankruptcy
Like a grim ghost ahead.    Next week, they say
In secret here, six of the largest close.
NAPOLEON
It shall not be !    Our burst of natal joy
Must not be sullied by so mean a thing:
Aid shall be rendered.    Much as we may suffer,
England must suffer more, and I am content.
What has come in from Spain and Portugal ?
BERTHIER
Vaguely-voiced rumours, sire, but nothing more,
Which travel countries quick as earthquake-thrills.
No mortal knowing how.
NAPOLEON
Of Massena ?
BERTHIER
Yea.    He retreats for prudence' sake, it seems,
Before Lord Wellington.    Dispatches soon
,    Must reach your Majesty, explaining all.
NAPOLEON
Ever retreating !    Why declines he so
From all his olden prowess ?    Why, again,
Did he give battle at Busaco lately,
When Lisbon -could be marched on without strain ?
Why has he dallied by the Tagus bank
And shunned the.obvious course ?    I gave him Ney,
Soult, and Junot, and eighty thousand men,
And he does nothing.    Really it might seen-
As though we meant to let this Wellington
Be even with us there !